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Richard E. McCarron

«proclaimed, Accepted, Celebrated, and Meditated Upon”:
Benedict XVI on the Word of God

On September 30, 2010, the memorial of
Saint Jerome, Pope Benedict XVIissued the
post-synodal apostolic exhortation Verbum
Domini (The Word of the Lord). It was re-
leased on November 11, 2010, the memoriat
of Saint Martin of Tours. The Twelfth Ordi-
nary General Assembly of the Synod of
Bishops had met in Rome QOctober 5-26,
2008, with the theme, “The Word of God in
the Life and Mission of the Church.” The
exhortation draws on the synodal docu-
ments, the texts of the interventions, the
small group reports, the final message of
the synod, and the “specific proposals
(Propositiones) which the Fathers considered
especially significant” (no. 1). The printed
document runs 194 pages, followed by an
“index” that outlines the text. This column
will offer an overview of the document and
present some of its key themes.

The aim of the exhortation is to “point
out certain fundamental approaches to a
discovery of God’s word in the life of the
Church as well as a well-spring of constant
renewal {no. 1). Thus, Benedict hopes: “L
may we allow ourselves to be led by the
Holy Spirit to an ever greater love of the
word of God” (no. 5; emphasis in original).
It is also important to note how Benedict

takes the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine
Revelation (Dei Verbum) and its appropria-
tion in the life of the church as point of
departure for the synod as well as his
exhortation.

The pope invokes the prologue of the
Gospel of John as a guide for the exhortation,
seeking that “the Bible may not be simply
aword from the past, but a living and timely
word” {no. 5). The prologue of John's gospel,
the pope says, “offers a synthesis of the en-
tire Christian faith” {no-. 5).

Verbum in Ecclesia

The exhortation is divided into three parts:
Verbum Dei (The Word of God), Verbum in
Ecclesia {The Word in the Church), and
Verbum Mundo (The Word to the World). In
part one, the pope presents a theology of
divine revelation. “God makes himself
known to us as a mystery of infinite love in
which the Father eternally utters his Word
in the Holy Spirit” (6). He presentsa “glimpse
at all reality as the handiwork of the Blessed
Trinity through the divine Word. . " (11).
He then turns to a “Christology of the
Word™ “Jesus is revealed as the word of the
new and everlasting covenant” (12). His
trinitarian vision is completed with atten-
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